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EDITORIAL 


~AIMM 
Involvement with AICS 


Why is AIMM sending missionaries to teach Bible 
among Africa Independent churches (AICs)? This question 
is repeatedly posed to me, as well as to missionaries. The 
question has stimulated me to think through our involve- 
ment with these churches who, for the most part, apply 
cultural patterns to their worship. 

AIMM/AIC relationships are mostly positive and help- 
ful, with each learning from the other. 

Let us look at several practical gleanings which are 
helpful to AIMM. 

First of all, Africa Independent Churches deal with a 
wide range of spiritual concerns related to their culture; 
i.e.: witchcraft, psychological and physical healing, exor- 
cism, visions, signs and wonders, sensitivity to dreams, and 
prayer power. These concerns are personal; a physical and 
spiritual dynamic in worship. Second, the type of commu- 
nication most generally used in worship is clearly an 
African cultural expression. Third, the Christian life means 
living a new way, new behavior, new laws, which are often 
neglected in churches formed by western mission organi- 
zations. Fourth, it is a humbling experience to have direct 
access to the living God who is profound, awesome, and 
sacred. The strong emphasis on spiritual gifts, as described 
in the New Testament, is yet another practical spiritual 
insight. 

How is AIMM helping the Africa Independent 
Churches? 

The AICs have not had access to formal biblical and 
theological study for their leaders and lay people. Never- 
theless, the Spirit of God has utilized their limited Bible 
knowledge in unexpected ways. AIC people recognize a 
lack of, and need for, Bible knowledge, especially for the 
leadership and youth. They also recognize a limited un- 
derstanding of God’s work in the person of Jesus Christ. 

AIMM’s involvement in Bible teaching is vital to increas- 
ing scriptural knowledge, thus enhancing spiritual life to 
the extent that AIC people grow in fellowship with Christ, 
with one another, and with other Christians and increase 
in involvement in bringing others to faith in Jesus Christ. 
This is our challenge. 
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The Victory of Song Over Force 


Rev. Nkumbi Mudiayi Shambuyi 


Do you remember the victory of King 
Jehoshaphat and the inhabitants of Judah when 
the Moabites, the Ammonites, and the Edomites 
formed a coalition against Judah? The Bible says, 
“As they began to sing and praise, the Lord set 
ambushes against the men of Ammon and Moab 
and Mt. Seir who were invading Judah, and they 
were defeated” (2 Chron. 20:22). 

It was also the same during the time of Paul 
and Silas when they were locked into the dun- 
geon of Philippi, and again it is the same today 
because God does not change. The weapons of 
the Holy Spirit are not the weapons of the flesh. And has 
not God chosen the foolish things of the world to confound 
the wise, the weak things of the world to confound the 
strong, the lowly things of this world and those which one 
rejects, those which one scorns, to reduce to nothing those 
things which are? 

Upon responding to the great commandment of the 
Savior of Life, Jesus Christ the Risen One, to go into all 
the world to preach the Gospel to every creature, the first 
Mennonite evangelical missionaries arrived on the conti- 
nent of Africa between 1911-1912, and moved to the region 
of the Kasai, the most secluded part, the heart of the 
continent then called “terra incognito” (unknown terri- 
tory), in the Belgian colony of Congo, known today as the 
Republic of Zaire. 

In its concern to safeguard its monopoly of the Congo, 
the Belgian government looked with suspicion at all the 
foreigners from other European nationalities or Americans 
particularly. One famous lawsuit was even brought by the 
powerful Belgian commercial companies against the 
American Presbyterian Mission (APCM) of Luebo in the 
Kasai, solely because they had confirmed the extortions 
and tortures against the “natives,” as the Congolese were 
called then, who were victims of the techniques used by 
the Belgian Rubber Companies during the rubber harvest. 

And the Roman Catholic Church did nothing to stop 
this oppression of the people. After having eliminated all 
the non-Belgian priests from its midst, it set itself with 
vehemence against the work which Protestant missionaries 
of other nationalities were able to do to establish them- 
selves in the large centers or around other built-up areas 
founded and occupied by the important commercial-in- 
dustrial companies from which it often received large 
subsidies for its operations. 

Things remained in this difficult state until after World 
War II. It was after this that the Savior intervened for his 
own who, over 35 years and in absolute secrecy, had not 
ceased to cry to him to give them someday a place of 
worship with the permission to assemble openly in adora- 
tion to God on Sunday as only the Catholics had the right 
to do. And once again the Lord’s response, which is victory 
for the faithful, arrived through song. 


In 1947 Prince Charles, Regent of the Belgian 
Kingdom, visited his African colonies, the 
Congo and Ruanda Urundi. He arrived at 
Tshikapa where, among other festivities orga- 
nized in his honor, the Protestant Christians 
who worked at Forminiere were able to obtain 
authorization to sing several songs in the guise 
of welcome for him. They sang very well, so that 
the Prince Regent engaged them a second time. 
At the end of the second concert he asked them 
what their greatest wish was that would really 
give them the greatest satisfaction. As quickly 
as possible, and without a moment’s hesitation, they asked 
for the right to hold public worship services on the 
premises where they, Forminiere workers, lived. 

This was granted them across the country, and it was 
from this moment on that Forminiere, now known as Miba 
at Mbujimayi, has retained in its social program for the 
welfare of its workers, the construction of church buildings 
for both Protestants and Catholics, as well as subsidizing 
some of their programs. 

Parallel to this internal action of the Forminiere workers 
in their camps, the Lord put into the heart of Mennonite 
missionaries, with the agreement of the Mission Board in 
USA, to open a mission station at Tshikapa. 

Once again, prayer was going to triumph over all the 
obstacles, and the songs of the above mentioned choir 
preceded and drew many people to the gospel everywhere. 
Thus it was that the church of Tshikapa Forminiere, now 
the Administrative headquarters of the Mennonite Church 
of Zaire (CMZ), and the Kalonda mission station were 
born, and grew daily in multiple evangelistic and social 
activities. 

God had used the small nucleus of faithful Mennonites, 
workers at Forminiere, along with missionaries who gave 
themselves so that the station of Tshikapa is what we know 
it today. We are very grateful to them and will remain so. 

Time passed quickly and we arrive at 1959, the eve of the 
accession of the Belgian Congo to international Sover- 
eignty with its painful and regrettable events and the sad 
memories which accompanied them. 

All of the missionaries found themselves obligated to 
leave the Congo for a period, while the Baluba people, in 
turn, were forced to return to the Southern Kasai, their 
place of origin. These people were the firstfruits of evan- 
gelistic mission work. 

Having arrived at their place of origin, they did not 
abandon the gospel. They regrouped themselves, although 
as refugees and stripped of everything, as the Evangelical 
Church of Congo in 1962. Because of the context of the 
time, the church received its governmental legal status in 
1966 under the name of Evangelical Association of 
Mennonites of South Kasai (AEMSK). After the name 
of the country was changed from Congo to Zaire in 1971, 
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AEMSK was changed to the Evangelical Mennonite 
Community (CEM). 

CEM now is composed of more than 150 parishes, 
located in 57 districts, spread out in four provinces: Shaba, 
Kinshasa, West Kasai, and East Kasai. As of January 31, 
1991, CEM has 100 ordained pastors, 30 elders, 50 deacons, 
25 catechists, and 30,000 members. 

The Bible Institute of CEM, which functioned between 
1966 and 1976, is temporarily closed because of the lack of 
professors. But the demands for pastors assail us on all 
sides so that we cannot respond to all the requests. 

Our priorities are to form and equip the existing parishes 
into churches, and to serve in community development. In 
order to present the Gospel to the people in a better way, 
it is necessary to train well the people who are capable to 
teach and to direct wherever necessary. This drives us to 


open the Bible Institute as quickly as possible. The six 
medical students which we have at this time are not 
sufficient for the population so that asking is always 
growing. The CEM women are organized in the same way 
as the church: parishes, districts, and on the national level. 
Their housework, helping others, Bible studies and prayer 
meetings unfold in each area in the same manner as the 
church. But there again, the necessary training and equip- 
ping demand that we throw out an SOS to all who are 
willing to serve the Lord among some of the “least of these” 
Zairian brethren for the advancement of the Good News 
of Salvation, and of the Grace of God. 

“To Him be Glory in the church, and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen!” (Eph. 
3:2 


CMZ ADMINISTRATION AT WORK — 


The leadership crisis which left the Mennonite Church 
in Zaire (CMZ) paralyzed for eight months ended April 
29 when the keys to the administrative offices were given 
back to the same church officers from which they were 
taken. 

The persons who were to have authority to receive the 
keys were named in March by a majority vote of delegates 
at an Extraordinary General Assembly. Thus the following 
officers retain their positions: Rey. Cibulenu Sakayimbo, 
president and legal representative; Rev. Kabasele 


Bantubiabo, vice president and assistant legal representa- 
tive; and Kabeya Kanda, treasurer. 
In a letter dated August 28, Pasteur Cibulenu wrote: 


Above: Cleaning the path for the arrival of the church leaders. 
Below: Preparing food for the banquet. 


“Administrative services at Tshikapa are going well. We 
have been there to reorganize and see that the services are 
functioning well in spite of the crisis, devaluation (of the 
money) and hyperinflation in Zaire.” 

Two sets of minutes were included in the envelope, an 
indication that, indeed, normal functions of CMZ have 
been restored. The CMZ is now confronted with the 
enormous task of dealing with inflation and political 
instability 

Thank you for praying and please continue to do so 


Janz 
Retirement 


Art Janz, who for the 
past twenty one _ years 
served as Treasurer and 
Associate Executive Secre- 
tary of AIMM retired on 
June 30, 1991. 

Art and Martini began | 
their career with AIMM in 
1951 as missionaries in 
Zaire. Art worked in super- 
vising construction, evan- 
gelism, rural schools, Bible 
Institute, and as field trea- 
surer. Martini served as overseer of girl’s education, 
women’s work, teacher in the Bible Institute, and book- 
keeper. She is presently Coordinator of the AIMM 
Women’s Auxiliary. AIMM recognizes with gratitude and 
appreciation the Janzes’ combined eighty years of service 
for the Lord through AIMM. Their commitment to mis- 
sions and faithfulness to AIMM has been remarkable and 
challenging to all who know them. 

Art began a two year special part-time assignment in 
mid-September as Development Coordinator. He will be 
presenting AIMM program and needs to the Christian 
public. We urge you to contact AIMM for an appointment 
with Art or for scheduling him in your church. 


Here is a short letter from Caleb 
Claassen, Mbuji Mayi, Zaire: 


Greetings from Caleb, 

This is my favorite church. It is the closest one. We just walk 
15 minutes on our road and there it is. 

We sit under the trees on benches and there is only a few (20-40) 
people. Their service lasts only about two hours. 

When Joshua and I can choose the church, we like to go to 
“‘Ditalala” (peace). After the church we can run home alone when 
my parents stay talking to people. 

We don't go very often to Ditalala because we have nine other 
churches to go. Some of them last too long and are hot. 

Sometimes it takes over half an hour to walk to the church and 
some places we drive by our motorcycle (all four of us). 

Once a month Joshua and I can stay home when my parents 
leave for the church in the morning and come back in the 
afternoon. We make our own lunch and stay inside (almost all 
the time) listening to cassettes and drawing—and playing legos. 

On Sunday evenings we go to “grandparents” place and have 
an English Sunday school—or they come to our home. 
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Zaire Crisis Results in Missionary Evacuation 


Unpaid Zairian soldiers began rampaging September 23 
in riots that led to massive looting sprees in every major 
city of Zaire, a nation of 34 million people. Protests against 
the 26 year rule of President Mobutu were widespread. 
France and Belgium sent in troops to aid in the evacuation 
of some 20,000 people of many nationalities. 

Seventeen AIMM missionaries and sixteen children were 
forced to leave Zaire because of these circumstances. 
United in a desire to remain in the country the missionaries 
initially resisted being evacuated. But, as instability in- 
creased, in deep consultation with the church leaders it 
became increasingly clear that remaining in the country, 
for the majority, was not an option. Some had a short time 
to prepare; others left meals partially eaten on the family 
dining table. Three men, Arnold Harder, Maurice Briggs, 
and Rick Derksen remain in Zaire. The church leaders and 
Christians are encouraged through their presence and 
Christian ministry. 

Missionaries will return to Zaire whenever there is a 
measure of stability and at the advice of the Mennonite 
churches. AIMM and the churches will consult regarding 
the model for future cooperation and church/mission 


relationships. 


The CMZ and CEM, to whom AIMM relates in Zaire, 
are continuing ministries of evangelism, Christian educa- 
tion, leadership training, and discipleship in the interior of 
the country. However, efforts of ministry are limited in the 
cities and urban regions. 

Five weeks of negotiations between President Mobutu 
and opposition leader Etienne Tshisekedi failed to bring 
an agreement to form a government. At the time of this 
writing, both men have formed a government. Both claim 
legitimacy and the support of the people, symbolizing the 
state of chaos in the country. 

The church remains the one stable voice of hope and 
unity. Zaire has many strong Christians who maintain 
loyalty to Jesus Christ above all else. They are worthy of 
our prayers. Let us pray for a stable government that will 
hear the agonizing voice of its citizens. 

The missionaries pictured on the next pages and in the 
directory are designated to their assigned places before the 
evacuation. We pray they will be able to return to their 
posts. 
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Missionaries Returning to Africa 


Gary and Jean Isaac, Mitchell, Stuart 


The Isaac family returned to Umtata, Transkei in February following a 
two-month North America Assignment spent with family in Montana and 
Kansas. 

They continue in their ministry of Bible teaching and conferences among 
African Independent Churches. Jean has been involved in a special project 
of working with African women in writing and editing Bible study lessons 
for women. These are being published for wider circulation. 

They are sponsored by the General Conference Mennonite Church. 


Delbert and Susan Dick, Debbie, Rachel 


The Dicks’ return to Zaire in August was after an absence of 13 years. During that 
time Del was employed with a Christian television station and Sue worked as a nursing 
supervisor. 

Returning to an assignment at STUDIPROKA in Kananga, Del resumes his position 
as Director of this Christian recording studio. Sue serves on staff in the studio. Debbie 
and Rachel are attending school at TASOK in Kinshasa. 

They are supported by the General Conference Mennonite Church. 


Linda Cummings 


A major concern for missionary parents is the education of their children. Linda left for Burkina 
Faso in August for a second term as a teacher for missionary children. She is teaching at Orodara 
Kalanso. 

During the past year of North American Assignment she was based in Berne, Indiana. She 
itinerated in various churches and also attended seminars for enrichment and preparation for her 
ministry. 

Linda is sponsored by the Evangelical Mennonite Church in the United States. 


Elmer and Jeannette Thiessen, 
Donovan, Phoebe, Michael 


Having completed a one year furlough with extensive itineration for sharing the work of 
missions, the Thiessen family returned to Burkina Faso in August. 

Elmer is the mission team leader and both are involved in support ministries and evangelism. 

The Evangelical Mennonite Mission Conference (Canada) sponsors the Thiessen family. 


Loren and Donna Entz, 
Zachary, Mariam, Aisha 


The Entzes completed a one year North America Assignment in July. 
Having enjoyed special times with family and serving in itineration, they 
looked forward to returning to Burkina Faso and the village of Saraba. 

They state their goal as witnessing to the Samogho people through living 
in one of their villages, learning their language and proclaiming the biblical 
message. 

The General Conference Mennonite Church supports their ministry. 


Missionaries Returning to Africa 


Steve and Janet Plenert, Gabrielle, Natasha 


Steve and Janet faced the challenge of a new assignment as they returned to Zaire in June. 
Now living in Kananga they serve at IMPROKA the Protestant printing press. 

During their one year North America Assignment they studied at the Associated Mennonite 
Biblical Seminaries for one semester. 

They are sponsored by the General Conference Mennonite Church. 


Arnold and Grace Harder, Marcie, Matthew 


A two-month North America Assignment provided opportunity for the Harder family 
to be reunited again. Karis and Christy are studying in the U.S. 

Grace and Arnold resumed their ministry in Kinshasa, Zaire, in August. They devote 
the majority of their time to support ministries for the Mennonite Church in Zaire and 
for other missionaries. 

The General Conference Mennonite Church supports the Harders. 


Glenn and Pauline Rediger, Lara, Matthew 


September marked the beginning of a new chapter for the Rediger family. Returning 
to Zaire included moving to Tshikaji where Glenn serves as a doctor at the Good 
Shepherd Hospital. His duties include clinical, on the job, training of Zairian medical 
personnel with the goal of helping to equip and inspire them to serve their own people. 

Their one year North American Assignment extended a few months as they awaited 
the arrival of Matthew. They itinerated in EMC churches and Glenn practiced medicine 
at Kaiser Permanente in Hawaii. 

The Evangelical Mennonite Church (U.S.) sponsors the Rediger family. 


Jonathan and Mary Kay Larson, 


Jennifer, Erika, Karin 

An extended North America Assignment of two years provided opportunity 
for Mary Kay to continue work on her doctorate degree and Jonathan to do 
extensive intineration. 

They returned to Botswana in September. Jonathan ministers in Bible 
teaching among African Independent Churches and Mary Kay as a resource 
person in facilitating family health programs in Africa. Their daughter Karin 
remained in the U.S. to attend college. 

They are supported by the General Conference Mennonite Church. 


Gerald and Bev Neufeld, 
Juanita, Jonathan, Kevin 


Getting medical help for Juanita following accident injuries in Burkina Faso, 
itineration in churches, and the birth of Kevin were all part of a 15-month North 
America Assignment for the Neufeld family. 

In October they began their second term of service in Burkina Faso. Living at Orodara, 
they work with the Siamou people in language analysis, translation of Scripture and 
evangelism. 

They are supported by the General Conference Mennonite Church. 


Missionaries Returning to Africa (continued) 


John and Tina Bohn 


October 20 was a day marking answered prayer as John and Tina returned to Lesotho to resume 
service at Tabola. They had been scheduled to return from their North America Assignment in 
August of 1990. However, Tina had a bicycle accident on June 25 which required a long period of 
recovery. Thank you for your prayers for them and please continue to support them in prayer. 

They will be working with Africa Independent Churches in Bible teaching and in community 
services. They are sponsored by the General Conference Mennonite Church. 


New Missionary 


Erica Thiessen 


In February Erica arrived in Botswana for her first term of service with AIMM. She has previous 
foreign experience having served in assignments with MCC. 

Erica is the daughter of Victor Thiessen of Abbotsford, British Columbia. She received her MATS 
degree from the Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries in 1990. 

Studying Setswana occupies the majority of her time now as she learns to know the culture of 
the people. She will be working with the African Independent Churches in a Bible teaching ministry. - 


Short-Term Missionaries 
Kris and Jill Bullock 


During the summer months, Kris and Jill, from the Lawton Evangelical Mennonite Church, worked with Dan and Kathy 
Petersen in Burkina Faso. 

Jill schooled the Petersen’s oldest daughter, Joy, allowing Kathy more time for language study. Kris helped Dan with 
various computer programs used by the team in Burkina. 

They say, “Living with the Petersen’s for two months was a wonderful experience. We were encouraged by the dedication 
of the AIMM missionaries and praise God for the overwhelming support we received from so many Christian friends.” 


Peter and Anne Bergen 


Peter and Anne Bergen of Virgil, Ontario, had often been invited by their friends, AIMM 
missionaries Henry and Tina Dirks, to come and visit them in Zaire. They always declined 
because it seemed poor stewardship to spend so much money for a trip. Then the Lord 
directed them to use the opportunity for a service trip. 

They were in Zaire from January to May and worked at CEDI (Protestant Printing Press) 
in Kinshasa preparing an apartment for workers. They also enjoyed visiting other Mennonite 
church centers. 

“We met many wonderful saints during our time in Zaire. We were invited into their homes, 
listened as they told us of their work and struggles, also how God has blessed over and over 
again. There is much work to be done in God’s kingdom and we want to encourage ‘retirees’ 
to volunteer their time and energy.” 

They are members of the General Conference Mennonite Church. 
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Religion Among the Siamou People 


Paul Thiessen 


Twenty-five years ago the transition was complete: the 
village of Tin had been entirely converted from animism 
to Islam. Ancient initiation rituals, traditional wedding 
customs, and regular animal sacrifices were abandoned 
and replaced by daily Muslim prayers, an annual one- 
month fast, and a commitment to the teachings of the 
Koran. That is the general impression you would get as a 
causal visitor to the village. 

Further interaction with the Siamou people would un- 
cover a desire to return to animism among a few old men 
and among the older villagers, and also a regret that the 
young people are using more and more Jula (the trade 
language which came with the Muslim religion) words in 
their daily Siamou conversations. At the same time, a 
certain dissatisfaction with the Muslim religion among 
some young adults and youth has created an interest in 
Christianity. 

In April 1991 an evangelist from Germany, Rheinhardt 
Bonke, came to the city of Bobo-Dioulasso for a five-day 
crusade. Word spread to all the surrounding villages that 
sick people would be healed at these meetings. An old blind 
man in Tin heard about it and arranged for someone to 
take him to Bobo-Dioulasso. This 100km trip was no small 
event for a person who doesn’t travel much. After the old 
man and his traveling companion had attended the first 
evening of the crusade, they sent word to Tin for another 
sick boy to come and join them. This boy was not blind, 
but had had eye problems for quite some time. 

After the crusade, back in the village of Tin, word went 
around that the boy’s eye problem had improved, but that 
the old man had not been healed. However, feelings toward 
Rheinhardt Bonke were positive. Even the old man ex- 
pressed appreciation for Bonke’s “powerful blessings.” The 
emphasis at the meetings was that Jesus Christ heals 


people. The witness of God’s love and power through Jesus 
Christ spread throughout the western provinces of the 
country as a result of this crusade. 

In the past some young men in the village had heard the 
gospel, but their commitment to the religion of the majority 
prevented them from becoming too interested. 

After some of these people attended the crusade in the 
city, interest in Christianity increased and some people’s 
lives became more open to consider Christ’s message of 
truth. 

Around the same time, a friend of ours, Bakary, was 
searching for truth and spiritual meaning. His search 
brought him further and further into a study of God’s 
Word. Eventually he made a commitment to follow Jesus 
Christ. Many of his friends had questions about the Bible 
and he would sit around the fire with them in the evenings, 
with his French Bible in his hands, answering their 
questions. He and I had many informal prayer times and 
Bible studies together during the last two months before 
we left for our furlough. Pray for him as he stands alone 
in his new-found faith in Jesus Christ. 

God is at work in different ways introducing his truth 
into the lives of the people and preparing to build his 
church. Our goal is to translate the New Testament into 
the Siamou language so that these people can hear the 
gospel in their own language. We want to explain the gospel 
so that many people will come to know Jesus Christ and 
will experience his salvation. Our goal is to plant a church 
among the Siamou people that will bring praise and glory 
to the name of God. 

Pray for the people who have shown interest in the gospel 
this year, that their interest will lead them closer to God. 


Join Us in Worship with AICS 


Tim Bertsche 


How would you like to visit an African Independent 
Church (AIC) service? Today Laura and I are going to the 
village of Mathangwane, about 24 km from Francistown. 
Come with us as we join a congregation of The Healing 
Church for their Sunday worship service. 

When we arrive, women are singing as they sweep out 
the churchyard. Others are carrying extra benches into the 
church, a mud-brick building with a thatch roof. We are 
offered seats on a small wooden bench outside in the warm 
sunshine to await the final preparations. Soon more people 


arrive. They greet us and then begin to put on their church 
uniforms, white robes with blue and green belts and sashes. 
Finally they are ready to begin, and we are ushered into 
the church, to seats at the front, a place of honor. 
Accompanied by singing, the pastor enters the church 
and the service begins. He first lights a white candle, 
symbolizing God’s presence among us. He leads out in a 
prayer, followed by the Lord’s Prayer said in unison, while 
we all kneel facing east. The pastor greets and welcomes 
the congregation, then gives time for everyone to do the 
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same. One woman says she has come to ask for prayer for 
the pain in her leg which makes walking difficult. A man 
wants to praise God today because his son has found a 
place at the university. A young man is hoping for a word 
of guidance from the Lord concerning an important deci- 
sion he must make. We in turn greet the congregation, 
explaining who we are and why we have come to worship 
with them. 

Next Pastor Kombani announces the texts which will be 
used today: Exodus 20:1-17; 1 Corinthians 12:7-13; Revela- 
tion 3:7-13. “And since we have visitors today,” he contin- 
ues, “Moruti (Pastor) Timothy will also bring us a mes- 
sage.” As the group breaks out into a hymn, I read quickly 
the selected verses and organize some thoughts from 
Corinthians Chapter 12. After all, any pastor worth his salt 
ought to be able to preach from the Bible at a moment’s 
notice, not so? Fortunately, I am not the first. Other elders 
of the church, both women and men, take turns saying 
something about the texts and what they mean to them. 
After 25 minutes or so, it is my turn to share my hastily- 
prepared sermonette, bringing the preaching service to a 
close. 

Next we begin the praying and healing service. All those 
asking for help through prayer come to the center and sit 
or kneel in a group. The pastor and elders begin to walk 
around them in a circle, singing and clapping. Some rotate 
in circles as they go around; others march or skip in step. 
The singing and dancing are seen as a prayer, calling for 
God’s Spirit to come and meet these people’s needs. The 
pastor goes to each one and prays for them, laying his 
hands on their heads or shoulders. 

At this point, a woman prophetess is seized by the Spirit. 
She begins to sway in rhythm to the music, uttering 
monosyllables over and over. After a while she falls to the 
ground. A deaconess goes to her and listens to what she 
has to say. Perhaps she has seen a vision or heard a 
message from God. Today she has a message from the 
Spirit for another woman in the congregation who is 
suffering back pain. She is told to drink a mixture of holy 
water and vinegar, blessed by the bishop of this church 
and to continue praying earnestly to God. In this way, her 
pain will be healed. 

After each one has been administered to, it is time to 
drink water. A pail of clean water and some cups are 


brought forward for the pastor to bless. Then each member 
drinks a small portion. The Healing Church believes that 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, blessed water can 
cure them of internal illness as well as protect them from 
external harm. After everyone is finished drinking, people 
bring items to the front which they want to be blessed. A 
student brings his school books to be sprinkled with the 
holy water so that his studies will go well. A woman brings 
forward a bottle of cooking oil so that her meals will bring 
health to her family. A man brings up a job application 
asking for God’s blessing on it that he might be successful 
in securing the job. There is nothing too small to bring 
before the Lord, asking his blessing. 

We move now into the time for announcements, offering 
and any church business. Next Sunday the church will 
travel to Masunga. The congregation in that village is small 
and struggling. They will be encouraged by the presence 
of another congregation to support them in their Sunday 
worship. 


After the final prayer and benediction we file out of the 
building to enthusiastic singing, making a line so that 
everyone can shake hands in farewell. The pastor invites 
us to his house for tea. As we sit and drink tea together, 
we express our desire to be more involved with his church. 
Would there be members who would like to meet with us 
once a week for a Bible study and a sewing class? Yes, the 
pastor says, there are many people without work who 
would to learn a skill that provides income for their 
families. And some of the younger men in the church 
would like to study the Bible to understand better some of 
“those hard passages.” He will discuss this idea with the 
church and let us have an answer later. 

It is now about 4:00 p.m. We bid the pastor farewell and 
thank him for his hospitality. As we return to Francistown 
we reflect on the day. This is our work, spending time with 
and relating to people of AICs in every way that we can. 
Through a social visit, a sermon preached in Setswana on 
a certain doctrine, a sewing class teaching a marketable 
skill, we try to communicate God’s love for his people and 
his desire that they be whole in both body and spirit. We 
seek to work together with the leaders of AICs, finding 
ways to help them grow into strong, biblically-centered 
African churches. 


Case Study in Development 


By Ivan Friesen 


In the University of Botswana in. 


Gaborone there is a program called 
the Staff Development Fellow (SDF) 
Program. The SDF Program is an 
instrument of development in 
Botswana. When there is an academ- 
ically promising student in a depart- 
ment of the university, this student is 
invited to join the department as an 
SDF after his/her graduation from the 
university with a bachelor’s degree. 

Musa Dube, a citizen of Botswana, 
began her undergraduate studies in 
the University of Botswana in 1984 
and eventually chose theology and 
religious studies as one of her major 
subjects. Her interest and ability in 
theological studies (particularly the 
New Testament) attracted the atten- 
tion of the lecturers and when she 
graduated in 1988 she was invited to 
join the department as an SDF. 

As her former teacher and now as 
her colleague I interviewed her in late 
October 1990. 


L to R (back) UB NT Greek students Herman 


Mangope, 
Malshaya 


Joseph Gaie, 


L to R (front) Musa Dube and Ivan Friesen 


On the 16th of October 1990, at a small ceremony 
in his University of Botswana office, Ivan Friesen 


F What are your roots? 


D I come from the village of Chadibe in the northeastern part of 
Botswana. I come from a rural agricultural family but my father also 
has a business in Francistown. Our family believed in continuous 
hard work. My mother is a Christian but my father is not. My father 


D The most stimulating part of my year 
of study was in feminist theology. It was 
good for me because I was on a more- 
or-less equal footing with my col- 
leagues. As I was growing up I used to 
wonder why a woman should be sub- 
missive to a man after the coming of 
Christ. “Why are there so many laws 
binding us?” I used to ask. In my 
studies this past year I began to appre- 
ciate the fact that the Bible should be 
seen in its context, its time. The culture 
of the Bible is important in order to 
understand it and interpret it for today. 
My dissertation title is “Mary in Luke 
1—An African Feminist Search for 
Identity” and in it I develop an African 
feminist theology. 


and Godiramang F I should like to read it. 

D It has its own original contribution. It 
is a criticism of feminist theology and 
African theology. You know, we African 
women have been almost bread win- 
ners in our culture. We have not been 
confined to the home. So that calling 
God “Mother” would mean more of a 

burden to us; it would not be liberating since it would endorse the 

idea that an African woman is a solution to all the problems in the 
family. 


does not believe in God even though his mother was a Christian. My F por ees you ieel’about teaching theology in a secular university 
father’s unbelief made it tough for my mother. I began going to church 
on my own initiative. Later on a German evangelist came to Botswana, D The university allows considerable freedom of thought and this is one 
to Francistown. My family went to his meetings and began attending of its strengths. In the Protestant traditions academic theology and the 
church after that. In 1979, when I was a student at Shashe River church are often not well integrated. Of course, I began learning 
Secondary School, I became a Christian through the witness of the theology in a secular university context. I have never studied in a 
Scripture Union. Later I joined the Apostolic Faith Mission. church-related school. 
When you came to the University of Botswana why did you decide F What goals do you have in your teaching at the University of 
to study theology? Botswana? 
My Christian background inspired me to study theology. I thought D Students here get their degrees without the opportunity to think, to 
my faith might be strengthened and it was initially a shock when I criticize, to develop a critical mentality. And I went through my degree 
found that theological study involved questioning and was not without reading the Bible. 
necessarily faith-building. I found it difficult to hear people sometimes ; 
laughing at things I thought were important. But I continued because F I suppose the teacher’s notes were all that was required. 
ee eae eoey foicontprelicnd:theolesy. lihad geadghe Biblesailon D The teacher's notes used to be adequate for me to pass. I never went 
Did you learn to integrate the critical study of the Bible and your to the pages of the Bible to find out for myself what the teacher had 
Christian spirituality? said. Even when reading textbooks I often did not read the Scripture 

, 3 passages referred to by the author. Reproducing the teacher's notes 
T adjusted . .. I found my faith was deeper than I thought. I found that alone enabled me to pass. I think, for example, that students should 
the difficulties of the biblical text can be appreciated and understood. have the opportunity to look at the synoptic problem practically and 
Although I had read the Bible a lot as I was growing up, my first faith critically. 
orientation didn’t give me the background of the Bible. I did not know 
that the Bible was grounded in culture. I knew only that the Bible was F Do you hope to pursue feminist theology? 
the inspired Word of God. I am still learning to integrate the two. : : vb ; 

D_ I would like to look into feminist theology in the context of Botswana. 


Your year of study in the United Kingdom must have required 
more adjustments. 


In many ways I was not prepared for M.A. study. I did not have an 
adequate basis in philosophy, sociology, and anthropology for anal- 
ysis and I did not have a strong enough background in languages for 

doing biblical study. My critical mind was totally undeveloped. 
Reading was not really what was required, but thinking. As a result I 
lost confidence in myself. 


Your thinking about feminist theology developed a lot during your 
year of study. 


I note, for example, that women in the African Independent Churches 
are active. In the Independent Churches it is not unusual to find 
women as church leaders, church founders, spiritual healers, and 
prophets. They also preach, unlike the mainline/western oriented 
churches. My interest is this, How do African women reconcile their 
active participation in the church with the New Testament teaching 
that, for example, women should be silent in the church (1 Cor. 14:35)? 
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MEET THE BOARD 


JUDI EHRESMAN, representing Women’s Auxiliary 


A child of missionary parents, Judi has always felt an interest in 
missions. Consideration of foreign service herself consistently re- 
sulted in a closed door while other doors opened for service in the 
U.S. including 16 years as a pastors wife in the Evangelical 
Mennonite Church. 

Her first acquaintance with AIMM came as she served as President 
of the Women’s Association of the Evangelical Mennonite Church 
and served as their representative to the AIMM Women’s Auxiliary. 

Later her brother Steve and family joined the AIMM missionary 
staff in Zaire giving Judi a very personal interest in this ministry. 

In 1990 Judi was chosen by the AIMM Women’s Auxiliary to be 
their representative to the AIMM Board. 

She is employed at Wellington Eyecare in Goshen, Indiana, 
commuting from Upland, Indiana. Her husband Richard presently 
works for University Press. They have two sons, Nathan, 13 and 
Luke, 11. 


DAVID DYCK, many African links 


A secondary school in Zambia was David Dyck’s introduction to 
the African continent. He taught there under MCC during 1966-69. 

Then, three years ago, he was appointed Africa Secretary for 
Mennonite Brethren Missions/ Services and, in that capacity, spent 
January 1990 in Zaire, where his brother Ernie, had served 11 years 
ago. He toured MBM/S Bible Schools, and reviewed agriculture and 
health projects in Kinshasa, Kikwit, Kajiji, Pansy and Nzash Mwadi 
where a Bible school was started on the Angola border. 

For six years Dyck was a public school teacher in Winnipeg, after 
returning from Zambia. Then, during 1975-88, he worked in the 
MCC Canada office as coordinator of Canadian programs. Now, he 
said, he also directs MBM/S development and relief projects in a 
variety of African countries, as well as in Latin America and Asia. 

Dyck’s wife teaches at Mennonite Brethren Collegiate Institute 
and the couple has three sons. The eldest, Michael, is married and 
studying medicine at the University of Manitoba and his wife, Lisa, 
is a nurse. The second, David, is a two-year Voluntary Service 
assignment with MCC in Mediation Services while his wife, Tammy 
is a student at the University of Winnipeg. The third, Tim, is also 
studying at the University of Winnipeg. 
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MEET THE BOARD 


EARL CECIL, a missionary’s pastor 


It’s not every church that follows up a missionary send-off with a 
visit to the family in their new locale. But Grace Evangelical 
Mennonite Church in Morton, IIl., has a decidedly unique approach. 

Associate Pastor, Earl Cecil, comes to his job “with a sense of 
really pastoring missionaries,” he said. “Our church is very mission- 
oriented and part of my duty is missions.” 

So it was with a purpose that he went to visit members Dan and 
Kathy Petersen in Burkina for two weeks. “I went to encourage them 
and to learn, from them, what they are doing. We don’t just want to 
send them out and forget about them ’til they come home on 
furlough.” 

Cecil’s interest in missions started early in his ministry, he said, 
when he went to visit the Dominican Republic and Haiti 19 years 
ago. “That visit has probably had the biggest impact on my work. 
I've always tried to build missions since then.” Thus, his appoint- 
ment to the AIMM Board also seemed to fulfill a purpose. 

Cecil is one of three associate pastors at Grace, a church with a 
constituency of about 1,100. He and wife Charlene have four 
children, Angela, 21, Aric, 19, Andrew, 13, and April, 11. 


DENNIS REMPEL, Burkina pioneer, church planter 


When Dennis and Jeanne Rempel pioneered the AIMM work in 
Burkina with Loren and Donna Entz they concentrated on planting 
small, community churches rather than a central, mission church. 
That approach has advantages, Rempel said, “because you have a 
chance of getting more people involved.” 

The Rempels, now operating a construction firm in Upland, Calif., 
and raising three children (Heidi, 14, Jonathan, 11, and Susanna, 8), 
continue that approach in neighboring towns. They lead a fellowship 
group in Hemet and are also involved in leadership for a group of 
Mennonite House Churches in the Inland Empire. “There’s a core 
of us. We support each other. It’s a similar model as used in Burkina. 
We felt that if it worked overseas it can work here. Too often church 
planters are sent out on their own and expected to survive.” 

What impressed Rempel about the work in Burkina was the 
quality of faith in the new members. “People took the Word literally, 
seriously applying it to their lives and expecting God to work. We 
saw miracles. We saw people freed and healed. It was a power 
encounter. It was different than in North American churches. People 
were excited about their faith. There was not a whole lot of structure 
and we encouraged that.” 

Rempel feels that AIMM Board should “be looking at reaching 
out to new areas—Senegal and Guinea. We need to pursue the idea 
of involving nationals, perhaps to have them as representatives. 
Finally, we need to encourage mutual interaction with Africans.” 
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Through My Rondavel Door... 


Glenn Koop 


I looked at the world. It was through 
my rondavel office door that I saw the 
world. It looked very small. 

I only saw the occasional person. 
They appeared, crossed my path of 
vision with quick steps, and disap- 
peared. I could not possibly recognize 
them. Some came and went laughing 
and talking boisterously to each other. 
They came and went in all shapes and 
sizes. Mothers with children, some car- 
ried heavy burdens on their heads, 
maybe it was just empty cartons. Men, 
too, hurried along and were gone. None 
of these people seemed to need help. 

Oh, yes, the environment; it looked 
as though everything was in order. The 
air was clean, the lawn grass was lus- 
ciously green from the rains we had 
had recently. 

The garbage cans stood in the path 
of my visions. They likely contained 
some environmental pollutants, but 
since they were covered, who knew? 

There was a dead tree stump on the left, but I only saw 
half. I had no idea and did not bother asking, why was the 
tree cut down? But there were other trees in my vision. At 
least now they were restoring the supply of oxygen in my 
small world. 

The tall bamboo grass waved beautifully in the autumn 
breeze, as though to say, “It is great out here, come and 
enjoy the sun with us.” 

I saw the shadow of my rondavel so I knew the sun was 
shining. In the sunshine I saw fences. The first one 
surrounded me. At least I assumed it did. People who 
crossed my path of vision hardly ever darkened the 
rondavel door to see me. Maybe they did not know I had 
come to help. The fence kept them out. Why then the fence? 

Two neighbor children appeared. They said, “Hello,” and 


then disappeared like the others. 

Beyond the first was a second fence. 
It was one of bricks, mortar, steel bars 
and a burglar alarm. It was much 
higher and painted pure white. 

What was the color white supposed 
to symbolize? 

The persons walking by could not 
see what was happening behind the 
white fence. 

I could see patches of the brilliant 
blue Lesotho sky peeking through our 
link fence and the big bars of the 
strong high fence of our neighbor. He, 
too, had come to help people in this 
world. 

Why that white monstrosity? 

I could not see, but I heard birds 
cooing and calling. They were not 
hindered by fences. 

But there were other animals. Fre- 
quently I heard barking dogs, but like 
the people, they were kept out by 
fences, and so I could not see “man’s best friend.” 

The only animals I ever saw crossing my view were an 
occasional predator of the night, the cat, and a few cows 
being chased by their master. 

Yes, indeed, I saw the world! I saw it through the open 
rondavel door. 

God cried as he heard me describe the world. And then 
he called softly, “Please come out of the security of your 
rondavel, walk through the gate of your fence and walk 
with the hurting, the jobless, the hungry, the homeless, the 
exploited, the sick and dying. Then you will begin to see 
the world. Come, hear, see, and learn to distinguish one 
person from another. Learn to know a few Asian, African, 
South American and Australian people. Then you will 
begin to see the world. 

“T would that you should stop your greedy grasp for more 
material, temporal things. Please stop polluting the world 
and heed the words I spoke to Adam and Eve to ‘conquer’ 
the world for all of mankind’s benefit, present and future, 
and not just a select few of today. Then you'll begin to see 
the world. 

“Please come, sing, dance, praise, and glorify your 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer as you feel, touch, see, 
smell, and hear the sounds of My creation for I want all 
creatures freed to bring glory to Me. Then you will begin 
to see the world. 

“When you, my children, will see the world as I have 
revealed it through the WORD then will you really begin 
to have a perception of the world as it was, is and will be 
in MY view,” cried God. 
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BOTSWANA 


Unless an alternate Box Number 
is listed, all mail may be sent via: 
P.O. Box 33 
Gaborone 
BOTSWANA 


Gaborone 
Eric & Kathleen Fast 
Reynold, Lori, Carolyn 
(joint sponsorship with MCC) 


Ivan & Rachel Friesen 
Amal Ruth, Sena, Phillip 


Jonathan & Mary Kay 
Larson 
Jennifer, Erica (Karin in U.S.) 
Box 703 
Gaborone 
BOTSWANA 


Roger & Jolene Weaver 
(Partners in Mission) 
Travis, Nicole, Lisa 


Mmadinare 
Erica Thiessen 


Francistown 
Tim & Laura Bertsche 
David, Maria, Eric 
P.O. Box 669 
Francistown 
BOTSWANA 


BURKINA FASO 


Unless an alternate Box Number 
is listed, all mail may be sent via: 
B.P. 40 
Orodara 
BURKINA FASO, West Africa 


Kotoura 
Anne Garber 


N’Dorola 


Dan & Kathy Petersen 
Joy, Nathaniel, David 
B.P. 310 
N’Dorola via Bobo-Dsso 
BURKINA FASO, West Africa 


Samogohiri 
Paul & Martine Solomiac 
Anne, Marion 


Saraba 


Loren & Donna Entz 
Zach, Mariam, Aisha 


Orodara 


Phil & Carol Bergen 
John-Mark, Maria 


Linda Cummings 
Elena Entz 


Gordon & Beckie Klassen 
Rachel Minata 


Gerald & Bev Neufeld 


Juanita, Jonathan, Kevin 


Bobo-Dioulasso 
Elmer & Jeannette 
Thiessen 
Donovan, Phoebe, Michael 
B.P. 3214 
Bobo-Dioulasso 
BURKINA FASO, West Africa 


LESOTHO 


Maseru 
Glen and Betty Koop 
P.O. Box 365 
Maseru 100 
LESOTHO 


Tabola 


John and Tina Bohn 
P.O. Box 70 
Peka 340 
LESOTHO 


THE TRANSKEI 


Umtata 
Gary & Jean Isaac 
Mitchell, Stuart 
P.O. Box 65 
Umtata, Transkei 5100 
SOUTH AFRICA 


ZAIRE 


Unless an alternate Box Number 
is listed, all mail may be sent via: 
B.P. 4081 
Kinshasa 2 
REPUBLIC OF ZAIRE 


Kananga 


Rick & Marilyn Derksen 
Karina, Jeremiah, Erika 


Delbert & Susan Dick 
Debbie, Rachel 


Stephen & Janet Plenert 
Gabrielle, Natasha 


Kinshasa 


Maurice & Joyce Briggs 
Peter, Kathy 


Henry & Tina Dirks 
B.P. 11398 
Kinshasa | 
REPUBLIC OF ZAIRE 


Arnold & Grace Harder 
Matthew, Marcy (Karis & 
Christy in U.S.) 


Steve & Pat Nelson 
Stevy, Candace, Annie 


Richard & Marilyn Steiner 
B.P. 4577 
Kinshasa 2 
REPUBLIC OF ZAIRE 


Nyanga 
Glen & Phyllis Boese 


Tshikaji 
Glenn & Pauline Rediger 
Lara, Matthew 
B.P. 117 


Kananga 
REPUBLIC OF ZAIRE 


BURKINA FASO 
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Gordon & Jarna Claassen 
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On Staff at INTERACT 


Stan Nussbaum 
113 Bournville Lane 
Bournville 
Birmingham, B30 1LH, 
ENGLAND 
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Tribute to Harvey A. Driver 


Harvey A. Driver, born March 13, 1906, went to be with the Lord June 30, 1991. He was 
born in Missouri, taught school in Kansas and Colorado, and was in business, “Sunnycrest 
Poultry Farms,” at Wauseon, Ohio. 

While living in Wauseon he was called to be executive secretary of the Africa Inter-Men- 
nonite Mission. At that time it was known as Congo Inland Mission. 

Harv, as he was known among friends, led AIMM for 10 years, 1951-1961. These were very 
critical and turbulent years. He was the first executive secretary to make regular administrative 
visits to Africa. He was a visionary and anticipated the breakdown of colonialism in Africa. 
He worked intelligently to prepare the AIMM board and missionaries for the resulting 
changes. Each opportunity to expand the witness of the Gospel was utilized. 

The budget of AIMM tripled and the number of missionaries doubled during his tenure. 
Harv’s commitment to AIMM, his strong motivation, and his ability to be versatile made him 
an avid itinerant executive secretary. This resulted in a well-informed constituency which 
increased in number and loyalty. 

For AIMM the demise of Harvey Driver means the loss of a friend, a loyal supporter, a 
personal counselor and a servant of the Lord. 
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